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	Section 1 - Setting Details

	Ofsted Registration No.
	EY476948

	Setting Name
	Sandcastles Nursery and Beach School

	Address
	425 Marine Road East, Morecambe. Lancashire


	Postcode
	LA4 6AA



	Section 2 – Description Of Services Offered 

	Opening days & times
	Monday – Friday 08:00-17:45

	Weeks open in year
	51

	Term time only places 
	Yes limited number

	Available sessions
	08:00-12:00
08:00-16:00
13:00-16:00
16:00-17:45

	Age ranges 
	24m – school

	Notes:
	



	Section 3 - Early Education Funding Offer & Delivery Patterns

	Options
	Session times
	Total funded hours per day
	Days of the week available
	Term time availability

Limited number
	Stretched Hours


	
	08:00-12:00
	4
	Mon-Fri
	8 places/day
	Yes

	
	08:00-16:00
	8
	Mon-Fri
	8 places/day
	Yes

	
	08:00-17:45
	9.75
	Mon-Fri
	8 places/day
	Yes

	
	13:00-16:00
	3
	Mon-Fri
	8 places/day
	Yes 

	Notes:

	We are keen to support parents to plan ahead so we accept reservations 12 months ahead of required start date.  With most children attending part time direct clashes are rare, usually the match between parents attendance requests and our availability guides our offer of places. When direct clashes do occur we prioritise: 
1) Children who have previously been or currently are ‘looked after’. 
2) Children with a sibling currently attending Sandcastles
3) Closest home address
Every families circumstances are different; it is parents responsibility to ensure they maintain their access to funding by logging into the account every 12 weeks and familiarising themselves with limitations / restrictions of their entitlement.  If parents circumstances change e.g. lose employment / maternity leave / exceed earning threshold nursery notice periods remain and parents will be liable to pay any shortfall. 



	Section 4 - Charges for Additional Hours

	Where families require additional hours over and above their daily funded entitlements, charges will be applied as follows:

	Chargeable Times
	Under 2's
	2 Year Olds
	3 & 4 Year Olds

	08:00-12:00
	N/A
	£31.88
	£31.88

	08:00-16:00
	N/A
	£63.76
	£63.76

	08:00-17:45
	N/A
	£77.71
	£77.71

	13:00-16:00
	N/A
	£23.91
	£23.91

	16:00-17:45
	N/A
	£13.95
	£13.95

	Notes

	Notice period to change attendance: One month from date nursery receives written notice of change. 
Whilst we don’t offer hourly childcare bookings where parents book for greater attendance than their funding allocation funds we will ensure all their funding is assigned breaking down funding into minutes to minimise privately funded charges for parents.


 
	Section 5 – Charges for Meals & Snacks

	Description
	Unit
	Unit Price

	Charges provide all meals, drinks & snacks. 

Breakfast + Snack + Lunch + Snack
Breakfast + Snack
PM Snack
	
DAY (all ages)
AM (all ages)
PM (all ages)
	
£5.00
£1.30
£0.65

	Notes: 
We employ two cooks who design and prepare nutritious meals each day. If parents prefer not to pay for our full service which includes meals they must supply nut free, allergen labelled, nutritious snacks and meals delivered within 4 hours of consuming in line with our policy – please ask for full policy.



	Section 6 Charges for Non-Food Consumables

	Description
	Unit
	Unit Price

	Non-food consumable charge supplies all items beyond outdoor coat, nappies, wipes and change of clothes which parents are asked to supply each day for their child.
	
DAY (all ages)
AM (all ages)
PM (all ages)
	
£0.30
£0.30
£0.30

	Notes: 
Children use non-food consumables throughout their nursery session, if parents prefer not to pay for our full service which includes non-food consumables parents will need to supply: named Sun cream (march-oct), Sealable Wet bag to contain soiled/wet clothes, Wellies (in addition to indoor play shoes), Water proof Splash pants (2 per DAY), Meals and Snack, Cutlery each day.  As we develop our curriculum through the year parents may we asked to supply additional items however we will ensure these requests are not frequent.



	Section 7 Charges for Extra Activities

	Description
	Unit
	Unit Price

	Explorers class

Explorers class


PreSchool class

PreSchool class

PreSchool class

PreSchool class

PreSchool class

	No weekly specialist ‘club’ sessions

Ad-hoc specialist sessions / events e.g. Christmas church trip / Zoo Lab

Mondays: Beach School membership

Tuesdays: Literacy club membership

Wednesdays: Cooking club membership

Thursdays: Physical focus membership

Fridays: Garden club membership
	No charge

No charge


£9.89

£7.80

£8.08

£6.70

£7.45

	Notes: 
Our PreSchool class are invited to attend ‘club’ sessions each morning, we employ specialist practitioners who design and deliver these sessions in partnership with our team. If parents prefer not to pay for our full service which includes these club sessions children will not attend our club sessions.  We commit to delivering 30 of each club session each year although we usually achieve 35 sessions, no additional charge is applied if we exceed our target of 30. Please note only our 16 oldest PreSchoolers are invited to attend Beach School, our younger PreSchoolers are not charged membership.  If parents prefer not to pay for our ‘full service’ which includes club membership parents may prefer to consider booking their child’s attendance to avoid our morning sessions so their child does not become aware they are not attending the club session.



	Section 8 – Opt-Out Policy & Reasonable Alternatives

	Government funding is not intended to cover the costs of meals, other consumables, additional hours or additional services. 
Opting for a fee paying ‘full service’ place is not a requirement for being able to take up a funded place.  As a nursery with big ambitions for our small children and their future we find ourselves in a very difficult position unwilling to cut quality to align with the funding rate.  

Sandcastles offers three options:  ‘Fee free’, ‘Full-service funding’ and ‘Private self-funding’.  If you opt for our ‘Fee Free’ option you will supply all foods for your child each day along with consumables and your child will not attend our PreSchool ‘club’ sessions.

It is not possible for us to offer our club sessions without cost to parents.  Each club also has a minimum number below which it is impossible to offer the service.  If parents wish to opt for ‘Fee Free’ attendance we are unable to include their children in our club sessions, during club sessions ‘Fee Free’ attendance children will continue to enjoy our high-quality Early Years Foundation Stage provision. 

To safeguard our range of clubs and food provision parents are required to give for a full term of written notice if they wish to move over to ‘Fee Free’ from ‘Full Service’ attendance. 

In respect of bring food into nursery:
· we understand the crucial foundation that nutrition plays for children’s dental, physical and mental health,
· we pride ourselves on providing the highest quality nutritionally balanced hot lunches where children are supported by our staff and their friends to be adventurous and eat a healthy range of foods, 
· we are very concerned about potential unknown allergens entering nursery, 
· we do not have any chilled storage space available to keep chilled food at the temperature required for over 4 hours,
· we cannot prepare, cut, reheat nor wash up if we don’t have a cook available to complete these tasks,
· our wonderful cooks are multi-talented and paediatric first aid trained, as well as preparing meals and snacks they also support our team to maintain a hygienic environment and free our team to take their lunch breaks.
We will accommodate ‘Fee Free’ families supplying all meals and snacks for their child.  This option will require families to adhere to Allergy aware food preparation, EYFS nutritional guidance, Safer food regulations and Choke risk reducing guidance – we will supply additional information on request.

Our clubs all follow a membership subscription rather than charge per session this will allow our team to match sessions to the seasons, accommodating children’s interests and staff availability.  Our club membership comes with a commitment from Sandcastles to provide a minimum of 30 club sessions each year (charges have been calculated in line with 30 club sessions per year although we will aim to squeeze extra sessions in where we can and fees will not increase if we succeed).  

We want what’s best for your child while they are at nursery but ultimately meals, consumables and activities come at a cost. 




	Section 9 - Other Charges  

	Description
	Unit
	Unit Price

	Late payment of fees
	Fees are due into Sandcastles account by the 8th of each calendar month, late payment charge of £1 per day is applied to overdue fees.
	£1.00 per day

	Accounts in arrears at the close of a term i.e. 31st December, 31st March, 31st July forfeit their child’s place for the term ahead.




	Section 10 – Tax Free Childcare


	Sandcastles accepts Tax Free Childcare – please use our unique reference EY476948 when setting up your monthly payments.  Please advise us of your payment reference by emailing sandcastles@nursery-morecambe.co.uk to allow us to assign your payments to your account. It is parents responsibility to check that payment has been sent each month – errors frequently arise with this portal.




	Section 11 – Universal Credit


	Some parents may receive Universal Credit support to fund their childcare.  It is parents responsibility to ensure that they familiarise themselves with the restrictions and limitations for support. 




