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At Sandcastles Children’s Nursery Ltd we promote the good health of all children attending through maintaining high hygiene standards and reducing the chances of infection being spread. We follow the Health protection in schools and other childcare facilities guidance which sets out when and how long children need to be excluded from settings, when treatment/medication is required and where to get further advice from. 

Viruses and infections can be easily passed from person to person by breathing in air containing the virus which is produced when an infected person talks, coughs or sneezes. It can also spread through hand/face contact after touching a person or surface contaminated with viruses.

We follow the guidance below to prevent a virus or infection from moving around the nursery. Our staff:
· Encourage all children to use tissues when coughing and sneezing to catch germs
· Ensure all tissues are disposed of in a hygienic way and all children and staff wash their hands once the tissue is disposed of
· Develop children’s understanding of the above and the need for good hygiene procedures in helping them to stay healthy 
· Wear the appropriate Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) when changing nappies, toileting children and dealing with any other bodily fluids. Staff are requested to dispose of these in the appropriate manner and wash hands immediately.  We do not insist on staff wearing PPE / gloves for every toileting interaction as we know that proper hand washing can prevent the need for using plastic gloves (we are actively aiming to reduce our use of single use plastics), staff make their own in the moment risk assessments when supporting toileting  
· Clean and sterilise all potties and changing mats before and after each use
· Clean toilets at least daily and check them throughout the day
· Remind children to wash their hands before eating, after visiting the toilet, playing outside or being in contact with any animal and explain the reasons for this
· Clean all toys, equipment and resources on a regular basis by following a comprehensive cleaning rota and using antibacterial cleanser or through washing in the washing machine
· Wash or clean all equipment used by babies and toddlers as and when needed including when the children have placed it in their mouth 
· Provide labelled individual bedding for children and wash this frequently 
· Follow the sickness and illness policy when children are ill to prevent the spread of any infection in the nursery. Staff are also requested to stay at home if they are contagious.

In addition:
· The nursery manager retains the right of refusal of all children, parents, staff and visitors who are deemed contagious and may impact on the welfare of the rest of the nursery 
· Parents will be made aware of the need for these procedures in order for them to follow these guidelines whilst in the nursery 
· Periodically each room in the nursery will be deep cleaned including carpets and soft furnishings to ensure the spread of infection is limited. This will be implemented earlier if the need arises
· The nursery will ensure stocks of tissues, hand washing equipment, cleaning materials and sterilising fluid are maintained at all times and increased during the winter months or when flu and cold germs are circulating.
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Contagious illness control

Once aware of an epidemic, pandemic or local contagious outbreak we need information on symptoms, treatment, at-risk groups and prevention.  Without spreading panic we aim to inform families of any potential outbreak of contagious illnesses.

Useful contacts: 
· HPA Cumbria & Lancashire 01257 246450 (Sept 2011)
· HPA   www.hpa.org.uk (Nov 2011)
· NHS Direct  http://www.nhsdirect.nhs.uk/    NHS Direct (general health advice) 0845 46 47 (24hrs)
· NHS 111 service urgent health concerns not warranting 999 call
· http://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/what-must-i-report.htm
· Same day health centre Morecambe 0300 123 1144 (8am till 6.30pm Mon - Fri and 8am till 8pm Sat & Sun)

EXCLUSION PERIODS & INFECTION CONTROL 
also see Illness & Medicine policies & http://www.hpa.org.uk/webc/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1194947358374 we share our exclusion policy with parents during settling in sessions, in our entry porch and on our website. Our staff remind parents when they phone to report children’s ill health where relevant.

NOTIFIABLE ILLNESS & DISEASE

Diseases notifiable (to Local Authority Officers) under the Health Protection (Notification) Regulations 2010:
· 
· Acute encephalitis 
· Acute meningitis 
· Acute poliomyelitis 
· Acute infectious hepatitis 
· Anthrax 
· Botulism 
· Brucellosis 
· Cholera 
· Diphtheria 
· Enteric fever (typhoid or paratyphoid fever) 
· Food poisoning 
· Haemolytic uraemic syndrome (HUS) 
· Infectious bloody diarrhoea 
· Invasive group A streptococcal disease and scarlet fever 
· Legionnaires’ Disease 
· Leprosy 
· Malaria 
· Measles 
· Meningococcal septicaemia 
· Mumps 
· Plague 
· Rabies 
· Rubella 
· SARS 
· Smallpox 
· Tetanus 
· Tuberculosis 
· Typhus 
· Viral haemorrhagic fever (VHF) 
· Whooping cough 
· Yellow fever 

As of April 2010, it is no longer a requirement to notify the following diseases: dysentery, ophthalmia neonatorum, leptospirosis, and relapsing fever.  For further information or guidance contact - HPA Centre for Infections, 61 Colindale Avenue, London NW9 5EQ Tel:020 8200 4400 Fax: 020 8200 7868 E-Mail: noids@hpa.org.uk

RIDDOR

see http://www.hse.gov.uk/riddor/what-must-i-report.htm for details 


Main categories , summary only:-
Staff or other  
· Over-three-day injuries (not including day of accident) 
· Death
· Serious injury
· Taken directly to hospital
· Occupational diseases
· Dangerous occurances = “near misses”

In cases of death or major injuries, you must notify the enforcing authority without delay, most easily by reporting online[1]. Alternatively, you can telephone 0845 300 9923. Cases of over-three day injuries must be notified within ten days of the incident occurring using the appropriate online form. Cases of disease should be reported as soon as a doctor notifies you that your employee suffers from a reportable work-related disease using the online form 


OFSTED – EYFS Statutory Framework 2012 – “Registered providers must notify Local Authority (Catherine Isherwood) & Ofsted of any of the events and any serious accident, illness injury or death.... and of the action taken in respect of it” also see booklet – “Serious accidents, injuries and deaths .......” produced by Ofsted Feb 2011 document ref: 110009.

M Coates & H O’Hagan  Monday, 21 May 2018.	To be reviewed by 21/05/2018.
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